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CHAPTER 313

H.B. No. 586

AN ACT
relating to the evidence required for the release of a motor vehicle after impoundment of the vehicle for
failure to maintain evidence of financial responsibility.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 601.262(c), Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(c) The evidence of financial responsibility must cover the two-year period immediately
following the date the defendant applies for release of the impounded vehicle. The court, by
order, shall permit a defendant to provide evidence of insurability in increments of a period
of not less than six months.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2009.
Passed by the House on May 15, 2009: Yeas 144, Nays 0, 1 present, not voting; passed

by the Senate on May 27, 2009: Yeas 31, Nays 0.
Approved June 19, 2009.
Effective September 1, 2009.

CHAPTER 314

H.B. No. 587

AN ACT
relating to the payment of attorney's fees to an attorney representing an applicant for the appointment
of a guardian.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 665B, Texas Probate Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 665B. PAYMENT OF ATTORNEY'S FEES TO [COMPENSATION OF] CER-
TAIN ATTORNEYS. (a) A court that creates a guardianship for a ward under this chapter,
on request of a person who filed an application to be appointed guardian of the proposed ward
or for the appointment of another suitable person as guardian of the proposed ward, may
authorize the payment of reasonable and necessary attorney's fees, as determined by the
court, to [c a l an attorney who represents the person who filed the application at
the application hearing, regardless of whether the person is appointed the ward's guardian,
from:

(1) available funds of the ward's estate; or
(2) subject to Subsection (c) of this section, the county treasury if-

(A) the ward's estate is insufficient to pay for the services provided by the attorney;
and

(B) funds in the county treasury are budgeted for that purpose.
(b) The court may not authorize attorney's fees [eompensation] under this section unless

the court finds that the applicant acted in good faith and for just cause in the filing and
prosecution of the application.

(c) The court may authorize the payment of attorney's fees from the county treasury
under Subsection (a) of this section only if the court is satisfied that the attorney to whom
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the fees will be paid has not received, and is not seeking, payment for the services described
by that subsection from any other source.

SECTION 2. Section 665B, Texas Probate Code, as amended by this Act, applies only to
the payment of attorney's fees with respect to an application for the appointment of a
guardian that is filed on or after the effective date of this Act. The payment of attorney's
fees with respect to an application for the appointment of a guardian filed before the effective
date of this Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the application was filed, and the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2009.
Passed by the House on May 12, 2009: Yeas 149, Nays 0, 1 present, not voting; passed

by the Senate on May 22, 2009: Yeas 31, Nays 0.
Approved June 19, 2009.
Effective September 1, 2009.

CHAPTER 315

H.B. No. 594

AN ACT
relating to the licensing and regulation of hearing instrument fitters and dispensers.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Section 402.003, Occupations Code, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 402.003. APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER[; EXEMPTIONS]. (a) This chapter

does not apply to:
(1) a person engaged in the practice of measuring human hearing as a part of the

academic curriculum of an accredited institution of higher learning if the person or the
person's employees do not sell hearing instruments;

(2) a physician licensed by the Texas Medical [State] Board [of -.4edical Examiners]; [QV]
(3) a person with a master's degree or doctorate in audiology from an accredited college

or university who does not sell hearing instruments, to the extent the person engages in the
measurement of human hearing by the use of an audiometer or by any other means to
make selections and adaptations of or recommendations for a hearing instrument and to
make impressions for earmolds to be used as part of a hearing instrument [.]

(4) an [(b)A.] audiologist or an audiology intern licensed under Chapter 401, except as
may otherwise be provided by the following provisions, which refer to Chapter 401:

(A) Section 402.051(a) (1);
(B) Section 402.202(b);
(C) Section 402.252;
(D) Section 402.255(a);
(E) Section 402.406(a); and
(F) Section 402.451(a)(6); and [is exempt frm this chapter.]

(5) a [(e--A] student of audiology in an accredited college or university program, [is
exempt from this chapter] if the student's activities and services are part of the student's
supervised course of study or practicum experience.
(b) A [T-ba] student described by Subsection (a)(5) is subject to Chapter 401.
SECTION 2. Section 402.202(b), Occupations Code, is amended to read as follows:
(b) A person licensed under Chapter 401 as an audiologist or an audiology intern who is

applying for a license under this chapter is exempt from the examination required under this
chapter but must comply with all other requirements under this chapter.

SECTION 3. Section 402.207(c), Occupations Code, is amended to read as follows:


